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Foreword 

 

With gratitude to God, we present Japanology Journal Vol. 11 No. 1, June 2024. This 

edition carries a major theme on the interaction of Japanese culture, language, and 

social values, and their relevance in the relationship between Japan and Indonesia in the 

modern era.  

The first article, Voice Over Video Learning Media Development for Internship 

Candidates of LPK Hishou Universal Style Bangli, discusses the importance of 

technology-based learning media to support Indonesian labor candidates seeking 

internships in Japan. This program not only aims to improve Japanese language skills, 

but also build a deeper understanding of Japanese work culture.  

This connection is made clear in the article Adaptation Strategy of Indonesia's 

Tokutei Ginou Workers: A Case Study of Hokkaido’s Hospitality Industry, which 

reviews the adaptation challenges of Indonesian workers in Japan in the tokutei ginou 

program. The study illustrates how Japanese cultural values, such as discipline and 

ganbaru (unyielding spirit), are important elements in the integration process of 

Indonesian migrant workers into the Japanese work environment. Furthermore, the 

article The Value of Ganbaru in The Wind Rises (2013) illustrates how the spirit of 

ganbaru is not just a concept of hard work, but also a reflection of the Japanese 

philosophy of life that is passed down across generations. This value, as depicted in the 

movie The Wind Rises, inspires the global community, including Indonesia, to 

overcome challenges with courage and dedication. 

Another article, The Influence of Haji no Bunka on the Decline of Population in 

Japan, touches on a deeper social aspect, namely how the culture of shame (haji no 

bunka) affects Japan's demographic dynamics. This phenomenon illustrates the dilemma 

between traditional values and social change, which is also a matter of reflection for 

Indonesian society in maintaining the balance of traditional culture in the midst of 

modernization. 

The connection between tradition and modernity is also seen in the article 

Representation of Ie-seido in Kōsaka Rito and Agitogi Akumi's Manga Watashi no 

Shiawase na Kekkon. This study explores how the concept of the traditional Japanese 

family (ie-seido) remains an important element in popular culture narratives. This shows 

that traditional Japanese values still have a strong relevance in shaping the cultural 

identity of modern society. 

The last one, the article Japanese Language Efficiency: An Analysis of 

Continuum Words in NHK NEWS May 2024 explains the beauty and efficiency of the 

Japanese language in conveying information. This analysis shows that language is not 

only a means of communication, but also a reflection of a culture that values simplicity, 

efficiency and clarity.  

Overall, this issue illustrates the close relationship between tradition and 

innovation in Japanese culture, as well as its relevance in bridging Indonesia-Japan 

relations. We hope that this collection of articles can provide new insights, inspiration, 

and contributions to the development of science and cross-cultural understanding. 

Happy Reading! 

 

Surabaya, June 2024 

Sincerely, 

Japanology Editor 
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