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EDITORIAL

Indonesia is experiencing a crisis of sexual abuse. The cases of sexual abuse are
currently increasing but sound policies have still not been made to deal with it. This problem
is not just an individual and family responsibility. This is a global problem that touches on
the realms of both law and health. This situation has a significant negative impact, especially
on the quality of adolescent development and it demonstrates the quality of the community
health services as the frontline in preventing community health problems. The Indonesian
Child Protection Commission (ICPC) recorded, in two months, 223 cases of sexual abuse at
the end of 2018 and every year, the National Commission on Violence against Women
recorded more than 250,000 reports. The high incidence rate showed that this is a problem
that requires priority handling.

Sexual abuse that continues to occur has implications for the emergence of various
major problems namely mental health and reproductive health issues such as sexually
transmitted infections (STIs). Melissa Hall and Joshua Hall in ‘The Long-Term Effects of
Sexual Childhood Abuse’ explained that the long-term consequences of sexual abuse include
depression, guilt, shame, self-blame, eating disorders, somatic problems, anxiety,
dissociative rejection, sexual problems and social issues. The effort that has been made by
the government is to make the Draft Law on the Elimination of Sexual Violence, but this has
not had a significant impact.

The incidence rate of sexual abuse is undeniable and it will continue to increase and
develop from a small community problem to becoming a national and international problem.
The health sector, especially community nurses, have an essential role in promotive and
preventive efforts through early reproductive education to educate the public. The legal role
of policymakers is needed to provide smart solutions to overcome and reduce the incidence
rate of sexual abuse. Jurnal Ners seeks to provide support in decision making through the
latest research that can be used as material for consideration related to existing policy
decisions. We hope that this effort can help community nurses take on sexual abuse
promotive and preventive interventions and that they assist the government considering
policy making.



