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EDITORIAL

Nowadays, we live in globalization era, in which people worldwide can migrate easily to
one place to another place and leads the emerging of multicultural society. In such society,
culture difference can be sensitive issues regarding the ignorance towards other people’s customs
and beliefs. The lack of information about the cultures can lead to cultural stresses and cultural
conflicts among health care professional and patients who have different cultures. In some cases,
the patients misunderstand and feel frustrated about health care service because the nurses ignore
their beliefs and values. Therefore, basic understanding of cross cultures is imperative for
healthcare professionals, especially nurses, due to their intensive interactions with patients from
diverse backgrounds.

To respond this issue, Madeleine M. Leininger had developed the Theory of Culture Care
Diversity and Universality in the early 1960’s as an essential guidance for nurses to discover and
implement transcultural nursing practices. Indonesia as multi-culture country, as well as South
East Asian countries, are potential places to implement transcultural nursing research. There are
a lot of cultures related to health behavior and practices which have not been explored well.
Regarding this problem, we encourage researchers to conduct research which generate evidence-
based to reduce the gap between health care service and patients’ cultures, local customs, or
beliefs. Furthermore, we expect that in the future health care services can be more hospitable for
patients with different cultures.



