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EDITORIAL

Indonesia has had many positive changes since the Millennium Development Goals
(MDG)—now Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) were enacted. One of Indonesia's
targets is to reduce child mortality rate. According to the Ministry of Health of the Republic
of Indonesia, the child mortality rate in Indonesia has decreased from 97 per 1000 live
births in 1991 to 26.2 per 1,000 live births in 2015. These data portrays that Indonesia has
seriously carried out its commitment to reduce child mortality. The success of these
achievements certainly cannot be separated from the programs and strategies that have
been pursued by the Indonesian government. The government efforts to run well cannot be
separated from the important role of health workers as field implementers. Nurses as one
of the health workers have a role in improving the health status of the community as
optimal as possible through health promotion and disease prevention.

Behind the success of the government in reducing the mortality rate of children and
toddlers, it seems that the government still finds some obstacles, as stated by the summary
of UNICEF Indonesia’s study in 2012 that inappropriate behavior and lack of knowledge of
the community especially mothers in maintaining health is one of the factors influencing
child mortality and toddlers. Nurses are a profession which based on the knowledge and
specific abilities must be able to carry out health promotion at the preventive level,
especially the health problems of children and toddlers, the importance of vaccination, as
well as the prevention of stunting and malnutrition.



