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Abstract 

Background of the study: Institutional repositories are considered as one of the 

appropriate tools used by universities to store, preserve, and disseminate the 

scientific work of students and lecturers. Open access to institutional repositories 

allows students to access scientific works openly and they can get more complete 

parts of the work. However, there is another side of the institutional repository 

that has not received much attention, namely motivation and awareness about 

institutional repositories. Supported by data on student access to very high 

institutional repositories, this research was conducted at two universities in 

Yogyakarta, UII, and UNY. 

Purpose: This study aims to find out what motivations UII and UNY students to 

use institutional repositories and what is the awareness of UII and UNY students 

about institutional repositories. 

Method: The method used is qualitative with data collection techniques in the 

form of interviews with six UII and UNY students obtained based on snowball 

sampling techniques. 

Findings: The main motivation of UII students to use institutional repositories is 

to obtain references while the motivation of UNY students is because the 

institutional repositories are easy to use tools. In terms of awareness, UII and 

UNY students have a different awareness about institutional repositories which 

lie in knowledge, semester, understanding, medium, and willingness to store 

academic work in institutional repositories. 

Conclusion: Motivation and awareness are the two main keys that students must 

possess to succeed in the sustainability of the institution's repository. 
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Introduction 

The presence of information and communication technology that is growing rapidly and is 

supported by the availability of easily accessible information makes scientific literature such as journals, 

theses, theses, dissertations and other gray literature that anyone can get quickly and for free. In the 

academic community itself, born movement that is considered important in the sphere of scientific 

communication, movement is called open access or open access movement. The purpose of this motion is 

to eliminate barriers to access to the results of the study so that the spread of its can most reach a wider 

public. De Silva and Vance (2017) say open access to the scientific contents can make communication, 

scientific become two directions, resulting in a collaboration of various disciplines are different, 

community expands and opens new approaches that had not been used.  

The university also had a role in creating an open access to the database is online contains the 

content-scientific content (Cullen and Chawner, 2011; UNESCO, 2015). One of them is the institutional 

repository, Prabhakar and Rani (2018) said that institutional repositories are the right means to manage, 

preserve the knowledge base and intellectual assets of the institution. Campbell (2011) add the repository 

institutions taking part role to assist the process of scientific communication by making access are 

sustainable and can change the role of libraries that were previously passive to more activity. The open 

access model adopted by institutional repositories is Green Open Access. De Silva and Vance (2017) state 

that Green Open Access is a practice of writers who save their research results themselves and then publish 

them through personal websites or institutional repositories so that everyone can read and access them. A 

kses open on institutional repository aims to make students or the general public could be getting a chance 

and equal rights to acquire the scientific literature by students or faculty work. Availability and ease in 

accessing content, institutional repository also can give effect to the development of further research.  

Based on previous studies, the growth of repositories institutions in Indonesia for the last 10 also 

increases. Research Abrizah et.al, in 2010 said repository institutions in Indonesia just touch the figure of 

3% only. In 2015, Paul and Basu (2015) said repository institutions in Indonesia is quite a good number 

continues to grow reaching 38 repository institutions. In 2017, the number of institutional repositories, 

open access in Indonesia had reached number 55 repositories (Seo, 2017) and in the year 2019 open (July 

18 2019) said that Indonesia now has 104 repository of institutional open access. Based on the data and 

manual observations by the author, it is known that there are 15 provinces in Indonesia that already have 

open access repositories. The provinces are North Sumatra, West Sumatra, Riau, DKI Jakarta, North 

Kalimantan, Yogyakarta Special Region (DIY), East Java, Aceh, South Sumatra, South Sulawesi, South 

Kalimantan, West Java, Bali, Central Java, and West Kalimantan. If the territorial scope is narrowed, DIY 

Province it already has 23 institutional repositories from both state and private universities. The number 

23 the author obtained from the results of manual observations of 112 tertiary institutions in Yogyakarta. 

However, after thorough observation, the authors found only 3 universities that have adopted open access 

to their institutional repositories, Yogyakarta Muhammadiyah University (UMY), Indonesian Islamic 

University (UII), Yogyakarta State University (UNY).  

The presence of institutional repositories provides equal rights and opportunities for students as a 

whole to access and use content in the institutional repositories. The existence of an open access policy 

on institutional repositories makes it easier for students to obtain and fully understand the contents of 

scientific works written by students or lecturers without having to be burdened with copyright issues and 

acts of plagiarism. Apart from the simplicity side, there is another side of institutional repositories that 

have not received sufficient attention, motivation and awareness about institutional repositories 

(Bamingbola, 2014; Manchu and Vasudevan, 2018; Yang and Li, 2015). Yang and Li (2015) state that so 

that the maximum benefits of institutional repositories can be obtained, it is important to be aware of their 

existence, understand their value and the desire to use them. Meanwhile, Bamigbola (2014) and Dolan 

(2011) state that institutional repositories are built on the basis of disseminating scientific papers with 

open access so that it is interesting to examine the contents of their use because it is useless if institutional 

repositories are made with large funds but few use them. 

Research on student awareness about institutional repositories has actually been carried out by 
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previous authors, although they show different results. Bamigbola research (2014), from the Department 

of Libraries, Archives and Information, University of Ibadan Nigeria. The method used was a survey with 

descriptive statistical analysis. The results of the survey showed that students' awareness of institutional 

repositories increased by about 60%. Respondents admit having sufficient awareness of the institutional 

repository. Alemayehu (2010) conducted a case study research on how awareness and attitudes of 43 

science writers at the University of Oslo in using institutional repositories, the findings show that the 

authors have low awareness of institutional repositories but are interested in saving and contributing so 

that their scientific work can be distributed through institutional repository and the writers also had a 

positive response to put their papers in order to be accessible in an open and through the institutional 

repository. 

The conclusions of the above statements and studies indicate that institutional repositories have an 

important role in the dissemination of knowledge so it is important for students to have motivation and 

awareness about institutional repositories. In addition, research on motivation and awareness about 

institutional repositories of students in tertiary institutions in Indonesia has not received adequate 

attention.  

In accordance with the problems and objectives, this research was carried out in 2 universities in 

Yogyakarta that have adopted open access institutional repositories, namely the Indonesian Islamic 

University Yogyakarta (UII) and Yogyakarta State University (UNY). The reason the authors chose the 

two universities was because of two things. First, only two colleges are already fully adopted the open 

access the institutional repository. Second, in this study, the authors need data related to student access to 

institutional repositories, and only these two universities can provide it.  

UII and UNY institutional repositories are built on the basis that all student scientific research 

works can be accessed openly, fully and free of charge. The UII repository was created in 2008 which 

initially still used the INHERET system and then in 2013 until now UII manages its repositories using 

DSpace. The policy to implement open access to the UII repository began in 2008 with the aim of making 

UII research accessible to UII students and the general public. In the case of the use of the repository, 

access data of students to the institutional repository UII in the last three years ranging from 2016 to 

2018menunjukkan access high enough ie 398,609 with the number of students in the same three years as 

many as 25,959.  

The UNY's repository was built in 2010 but started operating in 2012 due to system changes. 

Starting from 2012 until now, the UNY repository is managed using e-prints. The open access policy to 

the repository began to be implemented in 2015 with the aim that the YSU repository could become a 

place for publications and the content contained therein could provide new insights into the academic 

world. UNY access the data repository within the last three years ranging from 2016 to 2018 also shows 

significant access, reaching 683,484 in comparison with the number of UNY students at three of the same 

year amounted to 20,414. 

Based on the data on the number of student accesses to the UII and UNY institutional repositories, 

it shows that students' attention to institutional repositories is very high. This can be seen from the vast 

difference in numbers between the number of accesses and the total number of students. The phenomenon 

of data access and student attention to institutional repositories is very high, making the authors interested 

in conducting more in-depth research on student motivation and awareness about institutional repositories. 

In accordance with the above problems, the questions in this study are: 1). What are the motivations for 

UII and UNY students to use institutional repositories? 2) What is the awareness of UII and UNY students 

about institutional repositories? 

Regardless of the little or many research on institutional repositories in Indonesian universities, 

research on institutional repositories, especially motivation and awareness about institutional repositories 

for students, is still very little done in Indonesia and has not received adequate attention, so this is both 

interesting and at the same time. Important to be investigated more deeply. 
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Research Method 

The method used in this research is qualitative by conducting studies on student motivation and 

awareness about institutional repositories in 2 universities in Yogyakarta, the Islamic University of 

Indonesia (UII) and Yogyakarta State University (UNY). The reason the writer chose a qualitative 

approach was first, the writer wanted to know more in-depth information related to the motivation and 

awareness of UII and UNY students about institutional repositories. Second, with a qualitative approach 

the writer can get new facts or findings about the motivation and awareness of UII and UNY students 

about institutional repositories. Third, the authors want to get the original data from informants by meeting 

and having direct dialogue with informants from UII and UNY. Because the author needs original and 

actual data to answer research questions and research objectives with interview techniques, the authors 

choose a qualitative approach. 

In accordance with the purpose of this study to determine student motivation and awareness about 

institutional repositories, the location of this research was conducted in 2 universities in Yogyakarta which 

have open access institutional repositories, the Islamic University of Indonesia (UII) and Yogyakarta State 

University (UNY). 

The technique of determining the informants in this study used the snowball sampling technique. 

The sampling technique using snowball sampling is taking the number of samples that are getting bigger 

and bigger as the research progresses (Pawito, 2007). Usually the authors ask the informants to 

recommend other informants who can provide answers to interview questions and so on so that the data 

obtained gets bigger and bigger like snowballs gathered together. The number of UII informants that the 

author obtained was six informants. The writer also did the same way with UNY informants. So that the 

total samples obtained by the author based on the snowball technique amounted to 12 samples, six at UII 

and six at UNY. 

The data collection techniques used in this study were in-depth interviews, observation and 

literature study. The interview process conducted by the author lasts a month. Precisely starting from the 

beginning to the end of May 2019. In conducting interviews, the author is assisted by a list or guidelines 

for interview questions and electronic devices such as smartphones with the aim of recording any 

information presented by the informant to the author. The observations made were observing the 

institutional repositories in each university that the author accessed from each repository page, where the 

information on that page could be interpreted into data and could provide information or descriptions of 

the complete results. For the literature study, the authors collect secondary data from various sources such 

as books, journals, and other research results both from within the country and abroad. For secondary 

data, the authors mostly use journal articles and books in electronic format. The journals and books used 

by the author are of course related to open access, institutional repositories, motivation and awareness. 

The data analysis technique in this study used a model from Miles and Hubberman. The data 

analysis techniques of Miles and Hubberman are divided into three stages, starting from data reduction, 

data presentation and drawing conclusions. In this study, the author conducted data reduction after 

completing interviews with informants from UII and UNY. Furthermore, the authors conducted transcripts 

of all the results of the informant interviews both at UII and UNY in complete and detailed. After that, 

the authors filter the important data and if it needs to be asked back to the informant further. After 

conducting transcripts, the authors group the findings, according to their respective parts, namely, 

motivation to use institutional repositories and awareness of institutional repositories. 

To make it easier for the writer to understand the situation that occurred, the writer made themes 

to be analyzed. Based on the results of the interview, the authors obtained three themes that are used to 

analyze student motivation (1) student motivation using institutional repositories, (2) student motivation 

using institutional repositories from different universities, and (3) the benefits of using institutional 

repositories. As for awareness, the authors obtained four themes, namely (1) knowledge of institutional 

repositories, (2) understanding institutional repositories, (3) medium knowing institutional repositories, 

(4) willingness to save academic works in institutional repositories. The existing themes, then the writer 
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constructs into a discussion by adding statements from the informants so that it can make it easier to 

understand the data presented and described by the author in chapter IV. 

 

Results and Discussion 

Motivation of UII and UNY Students to Use Institutional Repositories 
            Universities such as UII and UNY have implemented an open access policy on institutional 

repositories. The essence of this policy is to increase and maximize repository utilization activities and 

the existence of institutional repositories is expected to contribute in the form of webometric ranking and 

google scholar. The activity of using institutional repositories as a source of knowledge renewal cannot 

be separated from motivation. In this section the writer wants to know what the motivation of UII and 

YSU students to use institutional repositories. 

Based on the results of interviews with UII informants, most of their motivation to use the 

repository was due to academic needs. There are two types of specific academic needs. First, to get 

references and new ideas related to the final project and second to find out the guidelines for writing and 

preparing the final project. Another motivation is because he really wants to promote his research work 

to others through the UII repository. The authors found different findings on the informants of YSU 

regarding the motivation to use institutional repositories. The author found their main motivation to use 

the YSU repository because the repository is an easy-to-use tool in obtaining research information. In 

addition to the institutional repository, tools that are easy to use and obtain research references, the 

motivation for other UNY informants to use the repository is due to academic needs. This academic need 

requires a reference as a guide for writing and compiling a final project. YSU informants admit that since 

the first semester the Head of the Study Program has asked for research titles.  

Overall, the motivation of informants, both UII and UNY, uses the institutional repository because 

it is based on academic needs. Specifically, the motivation of UII students to use institutional repositories 

because of their academic need is to obtain research references that can help them to develop and improve 

the quality of their research and final project. Reference from previous studies can be the basis for them 

to improve the quality of their research, because from this research they can develop theories, find gaps 

in cases and continue their research. These findings are in accordance with research conducted by the 

Manchu and Vasudevan (2018) who conducted research on the motivation and awareness of institutional 

repositories for Calicut University students in India. The results of his research indicate that the main 

motivation of students using institutional repositories is to develop and improve the quality of their 

research. 

The authors found different motivations for informants at YSU, based on the results of the 

interviews, it was found that the main motivation for YSU informants was using institutional repositories 

because institutional repositories are easy to use tools. They don't need to register first to access and 

download the content in the repository, they just need to type a keyword and it doesn't take long for the 

repository to provide the references they need. Through institutional repositories they can access from 

anywhere without being bound by time and space. The main motivation of YSU students using the 

repository is because it is not in accordance with the research conducted by Dutta and Paul (2014). Their 

research results show that there is no motivation for students to use institutional repositories because of 

its convenience, the main motivation for students to use institutional repositories at Calcutta University in 

India is to expand the distribution of student papers through institutional repositories and there are 

regulations from the university so that every student work is deposited into the institutional repository. 

Likewise, research conducted by the Manchu and Vasudevan (2018) states that students' motivation to 

use institutional repositories because of its convenience is in third place while in the first place is to 

improve and improve the quality of student research. 

              The emergence of motivation comes from two sources, intrinsic motivation (inside), where 

someone does something because he really likes to do it and extrinsic motivation (outside himself), where 

someone is motivated to do an activity because there are external drivers such as rewards, rewards, 

punishment, and sanctions. Based on the results, UII students are more concerned with extrinsic 
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motivation while YSU student motivation has intrinsic motivation and extrinsic motivation. 

              Their motivation is driven by demands and rules of the university which require that in writing a 

study or a final project must use a certain number of references, if this rule is not implemented then their 

research can be considered not in accordance with scientific research standards. UII students must also 

follow and refer to the guidelines for writing and drafting a final project in accordance with UII standards 

because the guidelines and writing arrangements for each faculty are different, if they do not follow the 

existing guidelines and arrangements then they may be reprimanded by the faculty and supervisors. 

Meanwhile, YSU students are motivated intrinsically and extrinsically. YSU students are happy when 

using institutional repositories, the reason is because the institutional repositories offer convenience in 

terms of obtaining content and for extrinsic motivation, YSU students must refer to the writing guidelines 

and their preparation is in accordance with the standards imposed by YSU, otherwise they will receive a 

warning from the lecturer supervisor. 

  

Motivation of UII and UNY Students to Use Institutional Repositories from Different Universities 
              Institutional repositories are built by related universities to make it easier for students to obtain 

scientific literature by students and lecturers. However, sometimes the references that students are looking 

for do not find and do not fit in their own institutional repositories so they take the stance to use 

institutional repositories from different universities, with the hope that the scientific content contained 

therein can be used as a reference for their research or final project. 

              Based on the results of the interview, it is known that UII and UNY students even frequently used 

institutional repositories from various universities. They found the repository by accident because they 

previously did a keyword search through google and google scholar. In the practice of accessing 

repositories from other universities, UII and UNY students experience problems because most of the 

institutional repositories they find restrict access to certain parts. 

On the motivational side, UII and UNY students use institutional repositories from different 

universities to improve and enhance their scientific communication, the way they do is (1) by adding 

references, (2) making comparisons of research they have done with other university students and ( 3) 

looking at the research developments that have been carried out by students from various universities. 

From the above findings, confirm the statement from Richardson and Wolksi (2012) which states that 

there are two important roles of institutional repositories in terms of the success of scientific 

communication. First, storing and maintaining the research results of an institution so that they can be 

used in the future and second, it can improve the quality of scientific communication by providing greater 

access to the research results of the institution.  

  

Benefits of Institutional Repositories for UII and YSU Students 
              RATA (2017) said that with the existence of an institutional repository, the benefits that can be 

obtained are that student scientific works can be disseminated to the wider community quickly and easily 

and the institutional repository can also be a forum for students to publish their scientific works. UII and 

UNY students also benefit from the institutional repository. 

Based on the data from the interview, the writer found that there were differences in the benefits 

of institutional repositories obtained by UII and UNY informants. The difference lies in the orientation 

and number. For UII informants, the main benefit they get is to assist in writing and drafting the final 

project, then another benefit is that it makes it easier for them to get references. Meanwhile, for YSU 

informants, the main benefit was that it made it easier for them to get references. Two other YSU 

informants did not get significant benefits due to differences in the standard guidelines for writing and 

drafting the final project with the supervisor, so that the two informants at YSU had to follow the 

guidelines suggested by the supervisor. If ordered according to the overall data from the interview results, 

the top two benefits are obtained. First, it makes it easier to get references and the second is to help with 

writing and preparing the final project. This is consistent with the statement of Barwick and Pickton (2006) 

especially with the first benefit, they say that one of the benefits of institutional repositories for scientific 
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writers is to provide and offer easier and more flexible access to scientific content stored in institutional 

repositories. This makes it easier for writers to access and get the content they need. 

  

UII and UNY Student Awareness about Institutional Repositories 
              Based on the results of interviews and referring to awareness themes that have been determined 

and analyzed, the authors found differences in the awareness of UII and UNY students about institutional 

repositories. The difference lies in knowledge, semester, understanding, medium and willingness to save 

academic work in the institutional repository. In terms of knowledge, UII students know more about UII 

Dspace than institutional repositories, while UNY students know the two terms, UNY e-prints and 

institutional repositories. From the semester side, YSU students know the institutional repositories faster 

than UII students. UII students begin to know the institutional repository in semesters 5 to 7. Meanwhile, 

YSU students are the opposite, they know the institutional repository in the first semester. In terms of 

understanding, according to the authors, UNY students' understanding of institutional repositories is wider 

than UII students. YSU students understand that the institutional repository is not only a forum for student 

and lecturer, research collections, but the institutional repository is also understood as a place for 

publication and dissemination of research work. Meanwhile, UII students understand that the institutional 

repository is only limited to a container containing a collection of research produced by students and 

lecturers. From the medium side, UII students know that the institutional repository comes from two 

mediums, friends and the internet. Meanwhile, YSU students know that the institutional repositories come 

from three mediums, library staff, friends and the internet. In terms of willingness to save academic work 

in the institutional repository, only one UII student was unwilling to save his academic work in the 

institutional repository for fear of plagiarism. Meanwhile, UNY students as a whole are willing to save 

their academic work in the repository of the institution. 

Based on the overall data from the results of interviews with UII students and YSU students in 

general, they already know and understand the concept of the institutional repository. This knowledge and 

understanding are obtained based on their experience when using institution repositories. In the previous 

discussion on the motivation section, UII students and YSU students found it very easy and helped by the 

existence of an institutional repository. If it is related to the theory of consciousness according to Zaiman 

(2001), then two main points of consciousness are fulfilled by UII and UNY students, namely awareness 

as experience and awareness as thought. Awareness as an experience, where UII and UNY students have 

their own experiences when using institutional repositories. Awareness as a thought, where UII and UNY 

students no longer feel worried and afraid of plagiarism if their academic work is stored and disseminated 

through the institutional repository. They feel that their research will be useless if it is kept only for 

themselves, on the contrary, they feel better if their research is stored and disseminated through the 

repository of the institution because it can provide more benefits for other students and society at large. 

If it is related to the theory of the form of consciousness from Reinhardt et.al (2012) which states 

there are six forms of consciousness, then based on the findings of consciousness in UII and UNY 

students, their form of awareness is knowledge awareness (knowledge awareness). Knowledge, awareness 

is awareness related to one's ability to know and understand an object given by others. In terms of 

awareness of knowledge, although each informant at UII and UNY came from different faculties and 

semesters even though some were the same, they could each provide their knowledge and understanding 

of institutional repositories. They can tell well the definition and purpose of the institutional repository. 

This means that UII students and UNY students have awareness of knowledge about objects such as 

institutional repositories. 

 

Conclusion 

The presence of institutional repositories provides special experiences for UII and UNY students 

in terms of accessing and obtaining the scientific work they need. From the research results it is known 

that they use institutional repositories because they are based on academic needs, even though the 

academic needs of the two universities have different specifications. This means that students have an 
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important role in the success of the sustainability of institutional repositories in terms of dissemination 

and renewal of knowledge through research. There are two things that can make the repository of an 

institution successfully even though universities and libraries must play a role in it, motivation and 

awareness. Two things are important to be owned by the students because it will be in vain if there are 

tools such as institutional repository which aims to facilitate students, but students do not have the desire 

to use it and do not know exists. For libraries, it is supposed to make regular socialization activities such 

as seminars or trainings that aim to make students aware of the importance of institutional repositories. 

Not only focusing on activities, information sources relating to institutional repositories also need to be 

made available to students, either through library sites, newsletters subscribed to by the library or through 

social media such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.  

This research was conducted because it was based on the lack of attention from Indonesian 

scientific writers regarding motivation and awareness about institutional repositories, especially in 

universities in Indonesia. So expect this research could fill a void and can be a trigger for students and 

universities in Indonesia to always succeed sustainability of institutional repository. 
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